CHAPTER VIII
THE DISTRIBUTION OF SUGAR INDUSTRY IN
NORTHERN INDIA
Sugar industry, like cotton and jute textiles, depends upon
agriculture for its raw materials. But unlike the cotton and
jute fibres, the sugar-cane is a 'weight-losing' material as the
sugar produced from it ranges from 9 to 12 per cent of the
total weight of the cane used. The cane is more difficult to
transport than sugar and its sucrose content begins to
deteriorate after it has been cut from the field and better
recovery is dependent upon its being crushed within twenty-
four hours of its separation from the roots. In this regard
sugar-cane is comparable to milk, vegetables and fresh fruits.
Just as butter is prepared near the source of milk, and as
canning industries grow up in the districts with a surplus
production of vegetables and fruits, so sugar factories have
to be installed in the areas where sugar-cane is grown in
sufficient quantities; the factories must obtain enough
supplies of fresh cane for crushing in their immediate
neighbourhood.
In the case of most of the factory industries, the source
of power is an important consideration and, therefore, in
establishing such factories the question of the supply of fuel
or electricity always plays an important part in the choice
of their location. But the sugar industry is entirely indepen-
dent of the supplies of coal or electricity for running the
machinery, because the bagasse obtained as a by-product is
more than enough to meet the entire requirements of the mills
for raising the steam to drive the machinery and no supply
of fuel from outside is needed. Besides these considerations,
the price of sugar-cane constitutes 52,58 per cent1 of the total
cost of white sugar. These factors make the sugar manufac-
ture a 'raw-material-localized' industry and as the local
distribution of sugar-cane is more or less entirely dependent
on climate and rainfall, nature plays a decisive part in the
1 Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938), p. 7<K